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Bedside Diagnosis. By Charles Seward, M.D., F.R.C.P.Edin. 3rd edition. (Pp. xxiv± 408; illustrated. 18s. 6d .) Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. 1955 . The popularity of this book has called for a third edition. Most of the commoner aspects of internal medicine are covered, each chapter being devoted to a particular symptom. The style is informal and perhaps "Bedside Companion" would be an appropriate alternative title. The book is useful in jogging one's memory upon many facts which one should know, but which have been forgotten.
Surgery of the Adrenal Glands. By William Wallace Scott, M.D., Ph.D., and Perry B.
Hudson, M.D. (Pp. xiv + 150; 35 illustrations. 25s.) Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1954. The word lecture in the publisher's description is well chosen as the authors' purpose is to illustrate a theme rather than to present critical data on which new conclusions can be, drawn. However, the book must be received as one of the more important contributions on treatment of adrenal disorder, especially as it comes from the Johns Hopkins School. It has obviously been possible to maintain a close liaison between surgeons and physicians and due acknowledgment is given to Drs. John Eager Howard and Lawson Wilkins for the part they have played in making the book possible. It is most important that the surgeon should be well informed on the function of those parts of the body in which he operates and this aspect of the subject is given due space and is well presented. It is a pleasure to note that Dwight Ingle's view that adrenal physiology is tending to suffer from oversimplification has been given attention. By far the largest portion of the book deals with tumours of the adrenal cortex and medulla, the authors adopting the functional classification to describe these. The text appears to be accurate and complete in the discussion of these lesions. Some reference is made to hyperplastic adrenal cortices in Cushing's syndrome, and the treatment by subtotal adrenalectomy discussed, although the authors appear to have had little experience of this. Diagnosis and treatment of the hormonal and nonhormonal medullary tumours are well reviewed. The standard of the illustrations throughout this section of the book could hardly be excelled. Details of paracoccygeal airinsufflation are given and its limitations, particularly with medullary tumours, indicated. It is most interesting to note that atrophy of the contralateral adrenal is found when tumours causing Cushing's syndrome are removed, but not when virilizing or feminizing tumours are encountered. This is a valuable clinical confirmation of the experimental findings that it is the adrenal cortical corticoids which suppress ACTH secretion by the pituitary. The importance of deciding on the surgical approach according to the merits of the case is considered but there is unfortunately a lack of extensive critical discussion of this subjcct. Technical details are avoided. Hormonal treatment in the operative phase of both medullary and cortical tumours is discussed and the importance of co-operation with the physician stressed. The book closes with a brief review of the use of adrenalectomy in prostatic and mammary cancer. The authors agree that pain due to secondaries may be alleviated in prostatic cases. They wisely defer judgment of mammary cancer. They therefore are to be congratulated on the excellence and balance throughout. It will also be apparent that the book is equally as valuable to the post-graduate physician as to his surgical colleague. , 1954; Vol. 3, 1955 . Even the most exhaustive textbook of medicine must be completed by its author within a certain period of time if it is to keep pace with a rate of advancement of knowledge peculiar to to-day, but quite undreamed of fifty years ago. The original writing of Kinnier Wilson's text was indeed overtaken even in his lifetime, and his lamented and premature death prevented him finally from covering his subject: thus, speech disturbances, in which he had always been interested, had not yet been dealt with by him when he last laid down his pen.
Thus, the original two-volume text, when it appeared in 1940 was, as it were, only a torso, though one of classic merit. It revealed the clinical neurology of the author's generation at its best, and the reader when he studied its pages met what is rare in medical writings, not merely an author but a man. For its pages were illumined by the writer's ripe experience and clinical insight, and by an artistry in the assessment of clinically observed states that the increasing number of technical demands upon the neurologist of to-day does not allow him the opportunity of acquiring. It is needless, perhaps, to add that Kinnier Wilson could write living English with an ease not vouchsafed to all medical authors.
It is because of all this that one must question the wisdom of the attempt to complete and
